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ABSTRACT

Research on the Seoul-resident journalists’
perception of news reporting with disclosure

and non-disclosure of a criminal’s name

Park, Jung Chul
Journalism & Publishing Dept
The Graduate School of Konkuk University

Since heinous crimes of various kinds including ‘Kang Ho-sun's
serial murder case’ occurred in last February are running rampant
these days, the controversy over the publicizing a criminal suspect’s
name and face is heating up.

Some assert that a criminal’s name should be revealed for the
public’'s right to know and prevention of recurrence of such crimes
while others are against the disclosure on the ground of the principle
of 'presumption of innocence’ and the protection of personal rights of
the individual.

As there is no consensual standards or regulations on the news
reporting with disclosure of real names in our society, media tends not
to reveal them until the public with rage against atrocious crimes
strongly demand the disclosure, rather than following certain fixed
standards.

However, reporting real names is one way of actually securing the
right to know that people have and need for the proper exercise of

their rights.
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In addition, disclosing a criminal suscpect’s name is another way to
remind people that there is nowhere for criminals to run away or hide
out, which assumes preventive aspect of potential crimes in the future.

Moreover, disclosing real names can be the first step to trace
irregularities and corruption of the living authorities as well as to
elevate the public’s trust in reporting by enhancing its accuracy and
fairness.

As a matter of fact, according to the results of this research
conducted on the journalists residing in Seoul, the majority claim that
they should report the names of criminals of a certain category such
as felonies, offenses committed by celebrities or high—profile officials,
sex crimes, food safety crimes, etc.

Especially, more than 80% of journalists agree to disclose a
criminal’s name regarding the food safety crimes and offenses
committed by high-profile officials.

Among the reasons that they approve of news reporting with
disclosure of a criminal’s name, 56.5% of jounalists affirm that it is to
'prevent the recurrence of crimes’, which has the highest poll
Regadring the actual condition and attitude of current news reporting,
59.5% of journalists agree to 'increase news reporting with disclosure
of a criminal’s name’, which approximately doubles the number of
those against the disclosure.

As for the advisable direction that the media should follow
hereafter, the idea that ’'it is urgent to establish socially agreed
standards on the issue of disclosure in new reporting’ is dominant
with 77.2% of approval.

Yet, with regard to the juvenile crimes, journalists against
disclosure outnumber those in favor of it due to the chance of social
rehabilitation.

In conclusion, it has been shown through this reaserch that many
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news reporters are viewing the domestic media reluctant to duly
participate in news reporting with disclosure of a criminal’s name
under the pretext of violation of the positive law or due to many other
social restrictions.

Also, it is proved that they have a critical mind on the current
attitude of media which inclines to remain anonymous rather than
disclose a criminal’s name when they report a case.

Therefore, it is necessary for media, academia, lawyers, and civic
groups to get together as soon as possible and try to make every
effort to publicize this issue and solicit the public for mutual
understanding, as a result of which social consensus and new
regulations should be established as well as the principle of news

reporting with disclosure of a criminal’s name.

Keyword : disclosure and non-disclosure of a criminal’s name, felonies, celebrities crimes
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