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Abstract

Exploring Policy Agendas for a Just Transition

Climate change and rapid technological innovation are reshaping global economic
and industrial structures. In particular, carbon neutrality policies and digital
transformation are accelerating industrial restructuring across sectors. While these
changes create new opportunities for emerging industries and employment, they also
generate significant risks for workers and local economies, including job displacement,
skill mismatches, and regional economic decline. In response to these challenges,
the concept of a Just Transition has emerged as an important policy framework that
seeks to balance environmental sustainability with social equity during the transition
toward a low-carbon economy.

This study aims to explore policy agendas that can facilitate a Just Transition in
the context of climate change response and digital transformation. The study reviews
the conceptual and theoretical foundations of Just Transition and examines the impacts
of industrial transformation on labor markets, with a focus on three key policy areas:
vocational skills development, employment policy, and social policy.

The findings indicate that industrial transformation is generating structural changes
in employment patterns, job structures, and skill requirements. The expansion of
renewable energy and digital industries is expected to create new employment
opportunities, while traditional carbon-intensive industries may experience job
declines. At the same time, technological change is increasing the demand for
high-skilled occupations, raising the risk of skill mismatches.

Based on these findings, the study proposes seven policy agendas, including
strengthening vocational training systems, employment safety nets, social protection,
regional transition policies, and governance mechanisms based on social dialogue.

These policies aim to support workers and ensure an inclusive and equitable transition.
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