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Wildflower 1

Look closely.
It's so pretty.

Take a long look.
It's so lovely.

Like you. (p.249)
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| and You

It’s okay
if you don't know
how much I like you.

The way my heart likes you
is my affair alone,

and if my yearning

is full to overflowing,

that too is only my affair--

I can like you
now
without you. (p.241)
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The Place where Cornelian Cherry Blossoms Fell

I love you, I have loved.

I needed to tell someone,

but there was no one I could tell with confidence,

then I came close to the cornelian cherry blossoms

and muttered absentmindedly.

The yellow cornelian cherry blossoms

memorized that and told it to the warm sunlight,

told it to the visiting birds,

even told it to the sound of the stream.

I love you, I have loved.

I didn't tell them your name,

I told them everything, except your name,

The stream kept repeating it all summer,

but now autumn has come to an end,

and the sound of the stream has fallen silent,

only the place where the cornelian cherry blossoms fell,
and the cornelian cherry berries are even more beautiful

bl

red in the falling snow. (p.133)
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The Person | Like

The person I like
is someone who is rightly sad about things that are sad,
who is rightly pained by things that are painful,

Someone not arrogant
when standing before others,
not servile

when standing behind others.

The person I like

is someone who rightly dislikes what should be disliked,
who rightly loves what should be loved,

simply an ordinary person. (p.31)
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